SATURDAY 23RD MAY

THE SNAKEPIT STADIUM, 37 FOLEY ST, GWYNNEVILLE NSW 2500

HOSTED BY:

BASKETBALL
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
OF COUNTRY

BASKETBALL NSW ACKNOWLEDGES THE TRADITIONAL CUSTODIANS OF COUNTRY
THROUGHOUT NEW SOUTH WALES AND THEIR CONNECTIONS TO LAND, SEA AND
COMMUNITY IN WHICH WE GATHER, MEET AND PLAY. WE PAY OUR RESPECT TO THEIR
ELDERS PAST AND PRESENT AND EXTEND THAT RESPECT TO ALL ABORIGINAL AND
TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER PEOPLES TODAY.

‘The Land We Share’ was created by Jordan Ardler from the Aboriginal Community of La Perouse.
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CONDITIONS OF ENTRY

BASKETBALL NSW IS DEDICATED TO PROVIDING A SAFE AND
ENJOYABLE ENVIRONMENT FOR ALL PARTICIPANTS AND VISITORS,
AND ALL BASKETBALL NSW LEAGUES HAVE A ZERO TOLERANCE
POLICY IN PLACE.

BY ENTERING THE VENUE, ALL PERSONS AGREE TO BE BOUND BY THE
FOLLOWING TERMS AND CONDITIONS:

e All persons must conduct themselves in a proper and reasonable manner in accordance with
Basketball NSW Codes of Conduct and Behavioural Guidelines.

e All persons will be bound by the Basketball NSW constitution, by-laws, rules and policies,
and submit themselves to any disciplinary procedures connected with the sport.

e Alcohol is not to be consumed other than in licensed or designated areas provided that you
are not a minor, or providing alcohol to a minor. Consumption of alcohol is prohibited during
the conduct of any junior basketball activities.

e Possession or consumption of prohibited drugs is banned during the conduct of any
basketball activity.

e Smoking is strictly prohibited in any competition or spectator area during any basketball
activity, including the use of e-cigarettes and vaping devices, other than in designated
smoking areas.

All persons will comply with any reasonable direction of any official connected with the
venue/association or Basketball NSW.

Read the full conditions of entry by clicking HERE.

NOTE: The right to remove or refuse entry to any person from a venue is reserved if you are
intoxicated, violent, quarrelsome or disorderly, or your conduct is unlawful, or offensive.

PHOTOGRAPHY FAQ

Please be aware that an official Basketball NSW photographer will be in attendance for this
finals weekend.

o Persons with Media Accreditation will also be allowed to take photos if holding an
accreditation pass.

e Game photos and presentation photos will be uploaded on the Basketball NSW and/or
Waratah League Facebook page a few days after the event.

® Images and videos may be used for social media purposes during the event.

e If you do wish to photograph your team for personal use while in the grandstand, there is a
strict no flash policy, and all videoing must be done in the allocated area.

* Please keep in mind that the safety of all athletes and spectators is paramount.

* Please do not stand on the baseline for any reason, especially when using a camera, as you
will be asked to move on.


https://www.bnsw.com.au/conditions-of-entry/

BASKETBALL NSW

respectthegame.com.au

JOIN OUR FREE ONLINE SESSIONS

Whether you're a referee, coach, player, administrator, parent or
spectator, our Respect The Game sessions help you understand
how respect, safety and enjoyment shape every part of basketball.
Learn how to model positive behaviour, support those on and off the
court, and keep the game something we all love to be part of.

#RespectTheGame
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espectTheGame


https://respectthegame.com.au/
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BOARD MEMBERS

CHAIR DIRECTOR DIRECTOR

Lisa Yen Mark Wilks Anton Brown

DIRECTOR DIRECTOR DIRECTOR

Donna McClelland Alison Brandon Tom Milicevic

DIRECTOR

Joydeep Hor

Basketball NSW is proud to have GTK as the primary
sponsor of the GTK Waratah Wheelchair League
Powered by Wilson throughout 2026. Their support
reflects a shared commitment to inclusion, innovation,
and community, helping the league continue to thrive

ULTIMATE
ACTIVEWEAR both on and off the court.
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WELCOME FROM DAVID SIMPSON

Welcome to the 2026 GTK Waratah Wheelchair League Powered by Wilson Finals.

On behalf of Basketball NSW, | would like to warmly welcome all athletes, coaches, officials,
volunteers, staff, families, and supporters to the Snakepit this Saturday.

Today’s Finals is a celebration of the continued growth and strength of wheelchair basketball
across New South Wales. With five rounds of competition across two divisions, the event
highlights the talent that continues to elevate the GTK Waratah Wheelchair League each
season.

To all athletes competing, congratulations on your efforts throughout the season to earn your
place in today’s Finals.

I would like to sincerely thank our Association staff and delegates for their continued
contribution throughout the 2026 season. | would also like to extend our thanks to Basketball
lllawarra, along with their staff and volunteers, for hosting today’s Finals and for helping deliver
a fantastic event experience for all participants.

A special thank you must also be extended to our volunteers, whose contribution to the game is
invaluable. Your time and willingness to support our community continue to play a vital role in
the success of wheelchair basketball across the state.

We are also incredibly grateful for the ongoing support of GTK, whose commitment to the GTK
Waratah Wheelchair League continues to strengthen opportunities and pathways within our
sport. Their support reflects a shared commitment to inclusion, innovation, and community,
helping the league continue to thrive both on and off the court. Thank you also to Wilson for
their valued support of our leagues and as our Official Ball Partner in New South Wales.

As we come together for today’s Finals, | encourage everyone to respect the game, support one
another, and contribute to a positive environment both on and off the court. Basketball is at its
best when it brings people together through inclusion, sportsmanship, and community spirit.

| wish all teams the very best for today’s competition and thank everyone for being part of the
2026 GTK Waratah Wheelchair League Powered by Wilson Finals.

Best wishes,
David Simpson
Interim CEQO, Basketball NSW
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WILSON

WILSON is the official basketball of the 2026 Waratah League & GTK Waratah
Wheelchair League Powered By Wilson Leagues.

Available online at Wilson Australia’s website and in-store at all good sporting
retailers across NSW.

WILSON SHOP


https://bnsw.info/WilsonBNSW
https://bnsw.info/WilsonBNSW
https://bnsw.info/WilsonBNSW
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2026 WARATAH LEAGUE & GTK
WARATAH WHEELCHAIR LEAGUE
POWERED BY WILSON: DRAW

THE SNAKEPIT STADIUM, 37 FOLEY ST, GWYNNEVILLE NSW 2500

GAME TIME COURT GRADE TEAM A Vv TEAM B
SF1 10:45 am 1 W2w lllawarra Hawks % Newcastle Falcons
SF2 10:45 am 3 W2w Central Coast Waves v Blacktown Storm
GF 1:15 pm 1 w2aw W Semi Final #1 Y W Semi Final #2
GAME TIME COURT GRADE TEAM A Vv TEAM B
SF1 12:00 pm 1 wiw Manly Warringah Sea Eagles v Hills Hornets
SF2 12:00 pm 3 wiw Blacktown Storm \Y lllawarra Hawks
GF 2:30 pm 1 W1iw W Semi Final #1 \Y W Semi Final #2

CLICKHERE FOR DIVISION 1 BASKETBALL CONNECT

CLICKHERE FOR DIVISION 2 BASKETBALL CONNECT


https://bnsw.info/GTKWheelchairWaratahDiv1
https://bnsw.info/GTKWheelchairWaratahDiv1
https://bnsw.info/GTKWheelchairWaratahDiv1
https://bnsw.info/GTKWheelchairWaratahDiv2
https://bnsw.info/GTKWheelchairWaratahDiv2
https://bnsw.info/GTKWheelchairWaratahDiv2
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REFEREE PANEL -
GTK WARATAH WHEELCHAIR:

* Adam Harris-Byron * Jessica Clements
* Adam Mclntyre * Liam Flanagan

* Alexander Palmer * Matt Heffernan
* Annette Flanagan * Nathan Smith

* Brad Lynch * Ron Josephs

* Jamie Pepper * Scott Deakes

* Reserve; Renee Harbach

REFEREE INSTRUCTORS -
GTK WARATAH WHEELCHAIR:

* Helen Maree Rosenberg
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SCORETABLE PANEL

* Gillian Adrian
* Debra Banks
* Koby Banks

* Tracy Childs
* Ben Dobell

BASKETBALL

* Makayla Hawker
* Murray King

* Lorraine Naylor
* Lily Wood
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https://iathletic.com.au/collections/basketball-nsw
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THE GTKWARATAH WHEELCHAIR
LEAGUE POWERED BY WILSON GAME
- EXPLAINED

WHILE THERE ARE MANY SIMILARITIES BETWEEN OTHER FORMS OF BASKETBALL
AND WHEELCHAIR BASKETBALL, SUCH AS THE COURT SIZE, HOOP HEIGHT AND
LENGTH OF GAME, THERE ARE FEW KEY DIFFERENCES.

In wheelchair basketball, fouls follow the same principles as the running game, with the sports
chair considered an extension of the player. Blocking, shooting, and charging fouls most often
occur through contact between chairs.

The travel rule is also adapted to the wheelchair game. Instead of steps, it is based on pushes:
after every two pushes of the chair, a player must dribble the ball. Unlike able-bodied basketball,
there is no “double dribble” violation, players can stop and then resume dribbling at any time.

One of the biggest differences for athletes is the physical demand on the upper body. Players
must rely on their arms not only to push and maneuver the chair but also to shoot. This requires
significant stamina and additional strength to account for the increased shooting distance to the
hoop.

Since wheelchairs eliminate lateral movement, offensive and defensive strategies also change.
Offenses rely heavily on effective screens and picks, while poor defensive positioning is difficult
to recover from once lost.

Wheelchair basketball is inclusive of athletes with a wide range of abilities. Classification
ensures fair play: athletes are graded on a scale from 1.0 (most impairment) to 4.5 (least
impairment). In the Waratah Wheelchair League, athletes who don’'t meet classification
requirements are assigned the maximum 4.5 rating.

Team composition is then managed through point limits. In Division 1, the five players on court
must not exceed a combined 16 points, while Division 2 allows a total of 18 points. Other
competitions may use different caps, for example, international play restricts teams to 14 points
on the floor at once.
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BLACKTOWN
STORM

Classification

Ethan Hallak 4.0
Michael Gray 3.0
Josh Meoli 45
Taitum Brown 35
Jack Gray 1.5

Jess Pellow 45
Hamish Muir 4.0
Max Groves 2.0
Mary Anne Ofa Latu 2.0

Head Coach: Josh Meoli

Manager: Deb Muir

ILLAWARRA
HAWKS

Classification

James Williams 45
Reema El Qassem 45
Lachlan Rice 25
Jarrod Emeney 1.0
Brian Gardner 3.0
Tim Rushby Smith 1.0
Mark Hutchings 2.0
Matt Cassel 1.0
Shawn Russell 4.0
Brett Stibners 4.0

Head Coach: Brian Gardner
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MANLY HILLS
WARRINGAH HORNETS
SEA EAGLES

Classification S Classification
Ben Jansens 45 Victoria Simpson 1.5
Saxton Carr 10 Ahmad Chatah 3.0
Tallow Ra 25 Georgia Cook 45
Evander Conroy 10 Sarkis El-Bazouni 45
Rhys Baxter 10 Sophie McNaught 45
Eamon Wood 25 Hamish Langthorne 45
Rafferty Stevens 40 Jessica Cronje 4.0
Jonti Diamond 25 Max Illingworth 2.0
Cooper Tarleton 45 Lachlan Reid 40
Louis Richards 45
Luke Greco 4.0

Head Coach: Koen Jansens Head Coach: Richard Howard

Manager: Elisa Spano
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WARATAH 1 WHEELCHAIR DIVISION
AWARDS

* Victoria Simpson * Josh Meoli
Hills Hornets Blacktown Storm

¢ Eamon Wood

Evander Conroy
Manly Warringah Sea Eagles

Manly Warringah Sea Eagles

* Ahmad Chatah e Cooper Tarleton
Hills Hornets Manly Warringah Sea Eagles

WARATAH 1 WHEELCHAIR PAST TITLE
HOLDERS

2022 Winners: Hills Hornets Runners Up: Canberra Gunners
2023  Winners: lllawarra Hawks Red Runners Up: lllawarra Hawks White
2024 Winners: Canberra Gunners Runners Up: Hills Hornets

2025 Winners: Manly Warringah Sea Eagles Runners Up: Canberra Gunners

WARATAH 1 WARATAH 1
WHEELCHAIRPAST WHEELCHAIR PAST
MVP HOLDERS GRAND FINALMVP

2022 Jessica Cronje Central Coast Crusaders 2022 Anderson Parker Hills Hornets
2023  Brett Stibners //lawarra Hawks White 2023  Tristan Knowles //lawarra Hawks Red
2024 Stephanie van Leeuwen Central Coast Waves 2024  Jontee Brown Canberra Gunners

2025 Jontee Brown Canberra Gunners 2025 Ben Jansens Manly Warringah Sea Eagles



ULTIMATE

e Do more of what matters

Big days don’t have to mean burnout.

With power assist like the Alber Smoov, you get the extra support to
keep moving so you can focus less on pushing and more on where
you’re going. Whether it’s sport, school, work, or time with friends

and family, it's about having the energy to keep going.

At GTK, we offer a wide range of power assist options to suit
different needs, goals, and lifestyles so you can find the right fit.

Go further. Stay out longer. Do more of what you enjoy.

Live your most active life with GTK


https://gtk.com.au/products/manual-wheelchairs/power-assist-devices/
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CENTRAL COAST
WAVES

Classification

Tani Vollmer 45
Matthew Fitzgerald 3.5
Adam Worthington 3.0
Frank Toa 45
Phyllis Dodd 45
Terry Bignel 1.0
Mikayla Tuppurainen 45
Benjamin Zinsli 45
Stephanie Van Leeuwen 1.0
Lee Drewe 1.5

Head Coach: Jay Campbell
Manager: Alyson Cartledge

GTK Waratah Wheelchair League Powered by Wilson Finals Program | 2026

ILLAWARRA

HAWKS

Classification
Didem Yildirim 45
Annabelle Sutton 4.0
Katie Hill 3.0
Liam Luff 3.0
Trish Luff 1.5
Courtney Gardner 45
Tim Wilson 45
Talyn Reedy 3.0
Tracey Carruthers 45

Head Coach: Brian Gardner
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Classification

Brianna Palamara 2.0
Ava Edwards 2.0
Lilly Groves 45
Matthew Wells 45
Rob Muir 45
Ben Meoli 2.0
Leaf Newman 45
Kirsty Lee Smith 4.5

Head Coach: Leaf Newman
Manager: Deb Muir

NEWCASTLE
FALCONS

Classification

Rebecca Robertson 25
Robert Piper 3.5
Jarrod Barlow 3.0
Casey Aitken 45
Dylan Molloy 2.5
Michael Thomson 45
Ryan Newell 1.0
Alex Hale 1.0
Oscar Doman 25
Nicholas Poole 3.0
Stuart Mattews 3.0

Head Coach: Casey Aitken
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WARATAH 2 WHEELCHAIR DIVISION

AWARDS

e Liam Luff
Illawarra Hawks

* Ryan Newell
Newecastle Falcons

Ben Meoli
Blacktown Storm

* Casey Aitken
Newcastle Falcons

® Oscar Doman
Newcastle Falcons

* Rob Muir
Blacktown Storm

WARATAH 2 WHEELCHAIR PAST TITLE

HOLDERS

2025 Winners: Blacktown Storm

WARATAH 2
WHEELCHAIR PAST
MVP HOLDERS

2025 Max Groves Newcastle Falcons

Runners Up: Central Coast Waves

WARATAH 2
WHEELCHAIR PAST
GRAND FINALMVP

2025 Josh Meoli Blacktown Storm

BASKETBALL
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HOWTO WATCH

All GTK Waratah Wheelchair League Powered by Wilson Finals
games will be livestreamed via the Glory League camera system
and available to watch on the official Basketball NSW YouTube

channel. Fans, family and supporters can tune in live to catch

every moment of the Finals action.
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NSW JUNIOR WHEELCHAIR
TEAM WINS BRONZE

Well done to the athletes, coaching and
support staff of the NSW Junior
Wheelchair Team, who proudly claimed
the bronze medal at last month’s
Foot Locker National Championships.
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https://nba.2k.com/2k26/

BASKETBALL ILLAWARRA SPONSORS

& MIULTI CIVIL AND RAIL

i

WISE@S

@BASKETBALL NSW

f d in »


https://www.facebook.com/BasketballNSW
https://www.instagram.com/basketballnsw/?hl=en
https://www.tiktok.com/@basketballnsw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWbwZk11Y5PrBa2ysSYXrEQ
https://www.linkedin.com/company/basketball-new-south-wales/?originalSubdomain=au
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GET IN CONTACT
(02) 8765 8555
info@bnsw.com.au
www.bnsw.com.au
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	SATURDAY 23RD MAY
	CONDITIONS OF ENTRY
	BASKETBALL NSW IS DEDICATED TO PROVIDING A SAFE AND ENJOYABLE ENVIRONMENT FOR ALL PARTICIPANTS AND VISITORS, AND ALL BASKETBALL NSW LEAGUES HAVE A ZERO TOLERANCE POLICY IN PLACE.
	BY ENTERING THE VENUE, ALL PERSONS AGREE TO BE BOUND BY THE FOLLOWING TERMS AND CONDITIONS:
	All persons must conduct themselves in a proper and reasonable manner in accordance with Basketball NSW Codes of Conduct and Behavioural Guidelines.
	All persons will be bound by the Basketball NSW constitution, by-laws, rules and policies, and submit themselves to any disciplinary procedures connected with the sport.
	Alcohol is not to be consumed other than in licensed or designated areas provided that you are not a minor, or providing alcohol to a minor. Consumption of alcohol is prohibited during the conduct of any junior basketball activities.
	Possession or consumption of prohibited drugs is banned during the conduct of any basketball activity.
	Smoking is strictly prohibited in any competition or spectator area during any basketball activity, including the use of e-cigarettes and vaping devices, other than in designated smoking areas.
	All persons will comply with any reasonable direction of any official connected with the venue/association or Basketball NSW.
	Read the full conditions of entry by clicking HERE.
	NOTE: The right to remove or refuse entry to any person from a venue is reserved if you are intoxicated, violent, quarrelsome or disorderly, or your conduct is unlawful, or offensive.


	PHOTOGRAPHY FAQ
	Please be aware that an official Basketball NSW photographer will be in attendance for this finals weekend.
	Persons with Media Accreditation will also be allowed to take photos if holding an accreditation pass.
	Game photos and presentation photos will be uploaded on the Basketball NSW and/or Waratah League Facebook page a few days after the event.
	Images and videos may be used for social media purposes during the event.
	If you do wish to photograph your team for personal use while in the grandstand, there is a strict no flash policy, and all videoing must be done in the allocated area.
	Please keep in mind that the safety of all athletes and spectators is paramount.
	Please do not stand on the baseline for any reason, especially when using a camera, as you will be asked to move on.
	JOIN OUR FREE ONLINE SESSIONS

	Presenter
	AMANDA HODGSON
	26th May 6:30pm


	Presenter
	JAN STIRLING
	3rd June 6:30pm


	TABLE OF CONTENTS
	BOARD MEMBERS
	CHAIR
	Lisa Yen
	DIRECTOR

	Donna McClelland

	DIRECTOR
	Joydeep Hor
	DIRECTOR
	Mark Wilks



	DIRECTOR
	Alison Brandon

	DIRECTOR
	Anton Brown

	DIRECTOR
	Tom Milicevic

	Basketball NSW is proud to have GTK as the primary sponsor of the GTK Waratah Wheelchair League Powered by Wilson throughout 2026. Their support reflects a shared commitment to inclusion, innovation, and community, helping the league continue to thrive both on and off the court.

	WELCOME
	WELCOME FROM DAVID SIMPSON
	Welcome to the 2026 GTK Waratah Wheelchair League Powered by Wilson Finals.
	On behalf of Basketball NSW, I would like to warmly welcome all athletes, coaches, officials, volunteers, staff, families, and supporters to the Snakepit this Saturday.
	Today’s Finals is a celebration of the continued growth and strength of wheelchair basketball across New South Wales. With five rounds of competition across two divisions, the event highlights the talent that continues to elevate the GTK Waratah Wheelchair League each season.
	To all athletes competing, congratulations on your efforts throughout the season to earn your place in today’s Finals.
	I would like to sincerely thank our Association staff and delegates for their continued contribution throughout the 2026 season. I would also like to extend our thanks to Basketball Illawarra, along with their staff and volunteers, for hosting today’s Finals and for helping deliver a fantastic event experience for all participants.
	A special thank you must also be extended to our volunteers, whose contribution to the game is invaluable. Your time and willingness to support our community continue to play a vital role in the success of wheelchair basketball across the state.
	We are also incredibly grateful for the ongoing support of GTK, whose commitment to the GTK Waratah Wheelchair League continues to strengthen opportunities and pathways within our sport. Their support reflects a shared commitment to inclusion, innovation, and community, helping the league continue to thrive both on and off the court. Thank you also to Wilson for their valued support of our leagues and as our Official Ball Partner in New South Wales.
	As we come together for today’s Finals, I encourage everyone to respect the game, support one another, and contribute to a positive environment both on and off the court. Basketball is at its best when it brings people together through inclusion, sportsmanship, and community spirit.
	I wish all teams the very best for today’s competition and thank everyone for being part of the 2026 GTK Waratah Wheelchair League Powered by Wilson Finals.
	Best wishes, David Simpson  Interim CEO, Basketball NSW

	WILSON
	WILSON is the official basketball of the 2026 Waratah League & GTK Waratah Wheelchair League Powered By Wilson Leagues.
	Available online at Wilson Australia’s website and in-store at all good sporting retailers across NSW.
	WILSON SHOP

	2026  GTK WARATAH WHEELCHAIR LEAGUE POWERED BY WILSON:  DRAW
	2026 WARATAH LEAGUE & GTK WARATAH WHEELCHAIR LEAGUE POWERED BY WILSON: DRAW
	THE SNAKEPIT STADIUM, 37 FOLEY ST, GWYNNEVILLE NSW 2500
	DIVISION 2
	GAME
	TIME
	COURT
	GRADE
	TEAM A
	TEAM B
	SF1
	10:45 am

	W2W
	Illawarra Hawks
	Newcastle Falcons

	SF2
	10:45 am

	W2W
	Central Coast Waves
	Blacktown Storm

	GF
	1:15 pm

	W2W
	W Semi Final #1
	W Semi Final #2


	DIVISION 1
	GAME
	TIME
	COURT
	GRADE
	TEAM A
	TEAM B
	SF1
	12:00 pm

	W1W
	Manly Warringah Sea Eagles
	Hills Hornets

	SF2
	12:00 pm

	W1W
	Blacktown Storm
	Illawarra Hawks

	GF
	2:30 pm

	W1W
	W Semi Final #1
	W Semi Final #2



	CLICK HERE FOR DIVISION 1 BASKETBALL CONNECT
	CLICK HERE FOR DIVISION 2 BASKETBALL CONNECT

	TECHNICAL OFFICIALS PANEL
	REFEREE PANEL -  GTK WARATAH WHEELCHAIR:
	Adam Harris-Byron
	Jessica Clements
	Adam McIntyre
	Liam Flanagan
	Alexander Palmer
	Matt Heffernan
	Annette Flanagan
	Nathan Smith
	Brad Lynch
	Ron Josephs
	Jamie Pepper
	Scott Deakes
	Reserve: Renee Harbach

	REFEREE INSTRUCTORS -  GTK WARATAH WHEELCHAIR:
	Helen Maree Rosenberg

	SCORETABLE PANEL
	Gillian Adrian
	Debra Banks
	Koby Banks
	Tracy Childs
	Ben Dobell
	Makayla Hawker
	Murray King
	Lorraine Naylor
	Lily Wood

	CLICK HERE  or head to iathletic.com.au/collections/basketball-nsw
	WHEELCHAIR BASKETBALL EXPLAINED
	THE GTK WARATAH WHEELCHAIR LEAGUE POWERED BY WILSON GAME - EXPLAINED
	WHILE THERE ARE MANY SIMILARITIES BETWEEN OTHER FORMS OF BASKETBALL AND WHEELCHAIR BASKETBALL, SUCH AS THE COURT SIZE, HOOP HEIGHT AND LENGTH OF GAME, THERE ARE FEW KEY DIFFERENCES.
	In wheelchair basketball, fouls follow the same principles as the running game, with the sports chair considered an extension of the player. Blocking, shooting, and charging fouls most often occur through contact between chairs.
	The travel rule is also adapted to the wheelchair game. Instead of steps, it is based on pushes: after every two pushes of the chair, a player must dribble the ball. Unlike able-bodied basketball, there is no “double dribble” violation, players can stop and then resume dribbling at any time.
	One of the biggest differences for athletes is the physical demand on the upper body. Players must rely on their arms not only to push and maneuver the chair but also to shoot. This requires significant stamina and additional strength to account for the increased shooting distance to the hoop.
	Since wheelchairs eliminate lateral movement, offensive and defensive strategies also change. Offenses rely heavily on effective screens and picks, while poor defensive positioning is difficult to recover from once lost.
	Wheelchair basketball is inclusive of athletes with a wide range of abilities. Classification ensures fair play: athletes are graded on a scale from 1.0 (most impairment) to 4.5 (least impairment). In the Waratah Wheelchair League, athletes who don’t meet classification requirements are assigned the maximum 4.5 rating.
	Team composition is then managed through point limits. In Division 1, the five players on court must not exceed a combined 16 points, while Division 2 allows a total of 18 points. Other competitions may use different caps, for example, international play restricts teams to 14 points on the floor at once.


	TEAM LISTS, AWARD WINNERS & PAST TITLE HOLDERS
	WARATAH 1 WHEELCHAIR
	BLACKTOWN  STORM
	Classification
	Ethan Hallak Michael Gray Josh Meoli Taitum Brown Jack Gray Jess Pellow Hamish Muir Max Groves Mary Anne Ofa Latu
	4.0 3.0 4.5 3.5 1.5 4.5 4.0 2.0 2.0

	Head Coach: Josh Meoli Manager: Deb Muir

	ILLAWARRA  HAWKS
	Classification
	James Williams Reema El Qassem Lachlan Rice Jarrod Emeney Brian Gardner Tim Rushby Smith Mark Hutchings Matt Cassel Shawn Russell Brett Stibners
	4.5 4.5 2.5 1.0 3.0 1.0 2.0 1.0 4.0 4.0

	Head Coach: Brian Gardner

	MANLY WARRINGAH SEA EAGLES
	Classification
	Ben Jansens Saxton Carr Tallow Ra Evander Conroy Rhys Baxter Eamon Wood Rafferty Stevens Jonti Diamond Cooper Tarleton
	4.5 1.0 2.5 1.0 1.0 2.5 4.0 2.5 4.5

	Head Coach: Koen Jansens Manager: Elisa Spano

	HILLS  HORNETS
	Classification
	Victoria Simpson Ahmad Chatah Georgia Cook Sarkis El-Bazouni Sophie McNaught Hamish Langthorne Jessica Cronje Max Illingworth  Lachlan Reid Louis Richards Luke Greco
	1.5 3.0 4.5 4.5 4.5 4.5 4.0 2.0 4.0 4.5 4.0

	Head Coach: Richard Howard

	WARATAH 1 WHEELCHAIR DIVISION AWARDS
	MOST VALUABLE PLAYER:
	Victoria Simpson  Hills Hornets

	COACH OF THE YEAR:
	Josh Meoli  Blacktown Storm

	1 POINT PLAYER OF THE YEAR:
	Evander Conroy Manly Warringah Sea Eagles

	2 POINT PLAYER OF THE YEAR:
	Eamon Wood  Manly Warringah Sea Eagles

	3 POINT PLAYER OF THE YEAR:
	Ahmad Chatah  Hills Hornets

	4 POINT PLAYER OF THE YEAR:
	Cooper Tarleton  Manly Warringah Sea Eagles


	WARATAH 1 WHEELCHAIR PAST TITLE HOLDERS
	2022 2023 2024 2025
	Winners: Hills Hornets Winners: Illawarra Hawks Red Winners: Canberra Gunners Winners: Manly Warringah Sea Eagles
	Runners Up: Canberra Gunners Runners Up: Illawarra Hawks White Runners Up: Hills Hornets Runners Up: Canberra Gunners


	WARATAH 1 WHEELCHAIR PAST MVP HOLDERS
	WARATAH 1 WHEELCHAIR PAST GRAND FINAL MVP
	2022 2023 2024 2025
	Jessica Cronje Central Coast Crusaders Brett Stibners Illawarra Hawks White Stephanie van Leeuwen Central Coast Waves Jontee Brown Canberra Gunners

	2022 2023 2024 2025
	Anderson Parker Hills Hornets Tristan Knowles Illawarra Hawks Red Jontee Brown Canberra Gunners Ben Jansens Manly Warringah Sea Eagles


	WARATAH 2 WHEELCHAIR
	CENTRAL COAST WAVES
	Classification
	Tani Vollmer Matthew Fitzgerald Adam Worthington Frank Toa Phyllis Dodd Terry Bignel Mikayla Tuppurainen Benjamin Zinsli Stephanie Van Leeuwen Lee Drewe
	4.5 3.5 3.0 4.5 4.5 1.0 4.5 4.5 1.0 1.5

	Head Coach: Jay Campbell Manager: Alyson Cartledge

	ILLAWARRA  HAWKS
	Classification
	Didem Yildirim Annabelle Sutton Katie Hill Liam Luff Trish Luff Courtney Gardner Tim Wilson Talyn Reedy Tracey Carruthers
	4.5 4.0 3.0 3.0 1.5 4.5 4.5 3.0 4.5

	Head Coach: Brian Gardner

	BLACKTOWN  STORM
	Classification
	Brianna Palamara Ava Edwards Lilly Groves Matthew Wells Rob Muir Ben Meoli Leaf Newman Kirsty Lee Smith
	2.0 2.0 4.5 4.5 4.5 2.0 4.5 4.5

	Head Coach: Leaf Newman Manager: Deb Muir

	NEWCASTLE FALCONS
	Classification
	Rebecca Robertson Robert Piper Jarrod Barlow Casey Aitken Dylan Molloy Michael Thomson Ryan Newell Alex Hale Oscar Doman  Nicholas Poole Stuart Mattews
	2.5 3.5 3.0 4.5 2.5 4.5 1.0 1.0 2.5 3.0 3.0

	Head Coach: Casey Aitken

	WARATAH 2 WHEELCHAIR DIVISION AWARDS
	MOST VALUABLE PLAYER:
	Liam Luff Illawarra Hawks

	1 POINT PLAYER OF THE YEAR:
	Ryan Newell Newcastle Falcons

	3 POINT PLAYER OF THE YEAR:
	Ben Meoli  Blacktown Storm

	COACH OF THE YEAR:
	Casey Aitken  Newcastle Falcons

	2 POINT PLAYER OF THE YEAR:
	Oscar Doman  Newcastle Falcons

	4 POINT PLAYER OF THE YEAR:
	Rob Muir  Blacktown Storm


	WARATAH 2 WHEELCHAIR PAST TITLE HOLDERS
	2025
	Winners: Blacktown Storm
	Runners Up: Central Coast Waves


	WARATAH 2 WHEELCHAIR PAST MVP HOLDERS
	WARATAH 2 WHEELCHAIR PAST GRAND FINAL MVP
	2025
	Max Groves Newcastle Falcons

	2025
	Josh Meoli Blacktown Storm


	HOW TO WATCH
	All GTK Waratah Wheelchair League Powered by Wilson Finals games will be livestreamed via the Glory League camera system and available to watch on the official Basketball NSW YouTube channel. Fans, family and supporters can tune in live to catch every moment of the Finals action.
	CLICK HERE
	NSW JUNIOR WHEELCHAIR  TEAM WINS BRONZE
	Well done to the athletes, coaching and support staff of the NSW Junior Wheelchair Team, who proudly claimed the bronze medal at last month’s  Foot Locker National Championships.
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